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Minister for Health, Minister Jean Paul Adam’s Message 

World Tuberculosis (TB) Day 2018 

THEME: WANTED: LEADERS FOR A TB-FREE WORLD 

 

“Each year World TB Day is commemorated on March 24 to raise awareness about the 

devastating health, social and economic consequences of tuberculosis (TB), and to step up 

efforts to end the global TB epidemic.”  

 

“This year’s theme :”Wanted: Leaders for a TB-Free World” focuses on building commitment 

to end TB, not only at the level of Heads of State and Ministers of health, but at all levels 

from parliamentarians and community leaders, to people affected with TB, civil society 

advocates, health workers, doctors, nurses, NGOs and other partners. All can be leaders of 

efforts to end TB in their own work or terrain”.  

 

Our vision of achieving health in all and health for all and health by all, means that we must 

recognize the multiple layers of risk associated with diseases such as TB, as well as the inter 

related nature of the actions to address it.  

 

The Ministry of Health together with its partners is also committed in the fight against TB by 

improving means for TB prevention, detection and treatment. There is continuous 

surveillance for multi-drug resistance tuberculosis. Up to this date zero cases have been 

recorded of the latter. But the nature of our open economy means that we must continue to 

be vigilant.  
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The National Tuberculosis program makes provision for prompt:  

 Screening of all suspected cases  

 TB Treatment- No stock rupture  

 Screening for all close contacts and provision of preventive treatment for 6 months for those 

requiring same  

 

Despite our successes the government recognizes that our vulnerable populations such as 

Intravenous Drug Users (IDUs) remain at risk, we should double our effort to ensure that our 

incidence of Tuberculosis remains low and that no one is left behind.  

 

TB is a preventable and curable disease. It will depend on each individual and family in 

Seychelles to minimize the associated risk of developing Tuberculosis, such as reduce 

smoking and alcohol consumption, and stay away from drugs as well as controlling their 

diabetes.  

 

The Ministry of Health, the Government and all its partners will double its effort to attain the 

Sustainable Development Goals by ending TB by 2030. In this effort- we must all be leaders. 


