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Opening Speech by the Minister for Health Mrs Mitcy Larue 

for the National Action Planning HIV and AIDS workshop: 

Removing Legal Barriers, Thursday 4th August 2016, Eden 

Bleu Hotel 

 

Ministers, Principal Secretaries, Public Health Commissioner, CEOs, WHO 

Liaison Officer, ARASA consultants, UNDP officials, National AIDS Council 

Board members, members of  Civil Society and faith based organisations, 

workshop speakers, facilitators and organisers, participants,  

Good morning 

 

It is indeed an honour and pleasure to welcome you all to this two day 

workshop on National Action Planning in relation to HIV and AIDS on 

removing legal barriers. 

 

In 2013, a situation analysis for legal and regulatory aspects of HIV and AIDS 

was commissioned as an important step to provide information on how 

Seychelles’ legal and regulatory framework either supports or constrains an 

effective national response to HIV and AIDS. This important document helped 

us to go beyond the understanding of the immediate causes of HIV and AIDS 

to defining the underlying legal and structural causes of the spread of HIV 

infections in Seychelles. It also made strong recommendations on what could 

be done to strengthen legal environment and enhance access to services and 

support among people living with HIV and key populations. 
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We are here today to revisit this document and to take stock of what has 

happened since, and to forge the way forward through the elaboration of a 

national action plan. There is no doubt that each and everyone here today has 

played an important role in creating the enabling environment for the 

advancements in HIV and AIDS responses and still have an important role to 

play in planning for the short, medium and long term. 

 

We are grateful for this collective effort from various contributors and 

partners:  namely the government, the civil society, individuals, the health 

workers, the researchers, lawyers, the media, the judiciary, the private sector, 

the churches, the international donor agencies and the multilateral agencies.   

We thank you all for working with us to get us this far. 

 

But it is not only about revisiting a document, this is about renewing our 

understanding of HIV and AIDS in a constantly evolving national and 

international context and to work towards the desired targets of zero HIV 

infections, zero discrimination, and zero deaths in Seychelles.  Ever since the 

first case of HIV infection was diagnosed in 1987, policies have been revised, 

strategic plans have been developed, and research has been carried out for a 

more effective response. Much progress has been made but as the 

epidemiology and social dynamics keep changing, we have to address these 

new issues as and when they emerge. 
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Seychelles recognizes that it is a small country, but remains part of a regional 

and global partnership. It is with great pleasure that I welcome our 

international consultants from ARASA and thank them for their support and 

guidance in this national action planning workshop. I also take this 

opportunity also to thank the WHO and UNDP for their technical support in 

the HIV and AIDS response.  This workshop arose from a regional proposal 

by ARASA and UNDP to improve the legal environment around HIV and AIDS 

we are thankful to the Global Fund for funding this project. 

 

The aim of policy and legal changes is to reach out to communities who need 

the help, so that they continue to live fulfilling lives and enjoy reasonable 

health. 

 

May I quote from the opening speech of the AIDS conference held just a few 

days ago in Durban, South Africa 

“It is thus no accident that the conference theme has been formulated as a 

demand:  

Access – Equity – Rights – Now! 

 To achieve our goal of an AIDS free society we must, at this very moment:  

• Demand access to treatment for these vulnerable groups;  

• Accord equal rights to care for those living with or affected by HIV;  

• Reform the laws, the policies, the development programmes and the service 

delivery systems to affirm the rights of those affected by and living with 

HIV/AIDS; and  
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 • We must reinvigorate our strategies for social behavioural change – not only 

to empower those who are at risk, but also to mitigate the socio-cultural 

pressures that increase their risk.” 

 

The government of Seychelles, through its various ministries, has been 

identifying and addressing a number of social, economic and human rights 

issues and focusing on improving its services across the board. 

 

 In the Ministry of Health, we intend to leave no one behind.  Having launched 

“Our Health, Our Responsibility” campaign, we embarked on the “Test and 

Treat” campaign for HIV, and have focussed on multiple consultative fora on 

patient centred care. A few months ago, we conducted a National Forum on 

HIV and AIDS, consulting with communities on issues on HIV and AIDS.  Last 

week, we have brought information on hepatitis closer to the people as we 

commemorated World Hepatitis Day.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the government of Seychelles is genuinely committed 

to invest in the appropriate response to HIV and AIDS. 

 

Our government strongly believes in free health for all and we will not let you 

down.  We will continue providing free health care for our people.   

  

In 2013, we opened the Wellness Centre in Les Cannelles in an effort to 

strengthen harm reduction nationally.  We started Methadone Replacement 

Therapy and hundreds of persons have benefitted from the programme.   
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In 2015, with the assistance of regional partner SADC, we conducted a first 

survey in sex workers and now better understand that population.   

 

Antiretroviral therapy, care and support remain free of charge and accessible 

for persons living with HIV or AIDS.  All HIV positive individuals are offered 

treatment.   

 

This month, now that scientific research has found a cure for hepatitis, we 

are starting treatment for persons living with hepatitis.   

 

At the same time, we will also be embarking on a project to assess the health 

situation in prisons and ensure free access to meeting the needs of our 

inmates.   

Above all, our government remains sensitive to the needs of our population 

and in his “State of our Nation “ address in February this year, President 

James Michel announced the decriminalisation of homosexuality and 

launching of the needle exchange programme for intravenous drugs users.   

 

Despite these laudable achievements, our HIV AIDS records show that we 

have not yet controlled the epidemic, new infections and co infections 

continue to occur amongst the population of young and old and more severely 

in specific groups.  Our communities do not always understand our most at 

risk populations and tolerance is often lacking.  Some populations are 
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sometimes not adequately reached by national programmes.  Some persons 

still refuse to access free treatment. 

 

Therefore, there is no room for complacency. Everyone has an even greater 

role to play. We have to address the human rights and social justice issues, 

we have to improve our health care, we have stop new infections, we have to 

mobilise resources sufficient enough to fund the scale of the response that 

will make a difference. But more importantly we all have to join hands and, 

together, focus all our energies to make a real commitment to end AIDS. 

 

I wish you all fruitful deliberations during this two day workshop and your 

input in this national Action Plan that will be guiding all of our actions for 

policy and legal reform in the year ahead. 

 

 It is now an honour to declare open the National Action Planning workshop 

on Removing Legal Barriers for HIV and AIDS in Seychelles. 

 

Thank you 


